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To THE SOCIETY rox 
PROMOTING 
CHRISTIAN KNOWLEDGE 


CHICHESTER. 


Ladies and Gentlemen, 
T is with the utmoſt plea- 
ſure that I embrace this 
opportunity of paying you 


my reſpects, and of congra- 


tulating you on the unex- 
pected ſucceſs with which 
a 2 your 
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DEDICATION. 


your pious endeavours to 
promote the influence of Re- 
ligion have been happily at- 
| tended. It affords me in- 
deed the moſt exalted ſatis- 
faction, that our infant in- 
ſtitution has been honoured 
with Names that muſt give 
credit to any undertaking, 
and has been productive of 
important advantages to the 
poor objects for whoſe ever- 
laſting benefit it was eſta- 
bliſhed. In purſuance of the 
laudable deſign in which we 
Have all engaged, permit me 
to 


DEDICATION. 


to lay the following trifle at 
your feet, and to aſſure you 
that ſhould it tend to excite 
but oNE Sentiment of virtue 
in the breaſt of a ſingle fel- 
lo- creature, I ſhall be hap- 
Py to reflect that I HAVE not 
lived in vain. 


I am, | 
LADIES and GENTLEMEN, 
Your moſt obedient, 
Moſt devoted humble Servant, 
The AUTHCR. 


Chicheſter, Nov. 22, 1780. 
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PREFACE 


is unneceſſary to obſerve, that the 


author of the following ſhort Com- 


ments is no candidate for literary fame: 


But as it may appear preſumptuous in 


him to add to the numberleſs productions 
_ which have been publiſhed on this ſub- 


ject, be begs leave to urge in his defence, 
that ſomething ſeemed ftill wanting, 
eaſy to be purchaſed, and eaſy to be un- 
derſtood, which might inſtruft the young 
and unexperienced without creating diſ- 
guſt or languor. If this purpoſe be an- 
ſwered, he is little ſolicitous what judg- 
ment 
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ment the cenſorious may paſs upon him, 
the uprightneſs of his intention is a ſuf- 
ficient ſecurity : And ſo far from endea- 
vouring to allure by the charms of No- 
velty, he wiſhes only to point out the 
good old path, unknown to ſome, and 
difregarded by others; that path, in 
which he who walketh fhall find peace 
and quietneſs, and aſſurance for ever. 


COM- 


COMMENTS, &c. 


Firſt and Second Commandment. 


HOU ſhalt have none 


* 


THOU ſhalt not make 


to thyſelf any graven Image, 


nor the likeneſs of any 
thing that is in heaven a- 
bove, or in the earth be- 
neath, or in the water un- 


der the earth, Thou ſhalt 


not bow down to them nor 
B worſhip 
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worſhip them: for I the 
Lord thy God am a jealous 


God, and viſit the ſins of the 


fathers upon the children, 


unto the third and fourth 
generation, of them that 


hate me, and ſhew mercy 


unto thouſands in them that 


love me, and keep my com- 
mandments. 


IN the firſt and ſecond Com- 
mandment we are forbidden to 
worſhip any but the true God, and 
that we might not worſhip | him af- 
ter a falſe manner, we are ſtrictly 


commanded not to make any Fi- 
gure 
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E 
gure or Reſemblance with an intent 
to uſe it as an Object of Adoration. 


Theſe injunctions were more im- 


mediately neceſſary for the Jews, 


becauſe they were ſurrounded by 


idolatrous nations, and were often 


corrupted by them. In our times, 


and under the happy influence of 


Chriſtianity as eſtabliſhed in this 


nation, 1t may ſeem ſuperfluous to 
caution men againſt the breach of 
theſe two commandments ; for to 
whom can our worſhip be paid, but 
to the all-ſupreme Divinity, to Fa- 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghoſt ; to our 
Almighty Creator, to whom we 
B 2 owe 
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owe our exiſtence, with all its va- 
rious bleſfings; to our compaſ- 


fionate Redeemer, who left the Bo- 
ſom of his Father to deliver us from 


the curſe due to our fins, and to 
_ purchaſe for us eternal life; and 


laftly, to the Holy Ghoſt the Com- 


forter, by whom we are daily ſanc- 


tified, who aſſiſts us under all the 
difficulties of our chriſtian warfare, 
and by his divine influence makes 
us meet to be partakers of an in- 
heritance with the Saints in light. 
We tranſgreſs both theſe com- 
mandments in a diſtant degree, 
when we love the Creature more 
than 
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than the Creator; when we diſpa- 
rage his wiſdom, or diſtruſt his 


goodneſs; when we rely on human 


means, regardleſs of him, who, to 
convince us that he ruleth over all, 


often caſteth out the counſel of Prin- 


ces, and maketh the Devices of the 
People to be of none ect. He who 


is jealous of his honor claims the 
chief place in our affections, and 
will be ſerved with all the faculties 


both of ſoul and body. The ſanc- 


tion with which the ſecond com- 


mandment concludes, has offended 
ſome, ; and alarmed others; but 
what has the Almighty threatened 

| | to 
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to Idolators, or promiſed | to his 
faithſul Worſhippers, which muſt 
not often happen in the ordinary 


diſpenſations of his Providence, in 


the common courſe of human af- 


fairs? We. are all liable to ſuffer 
from the vices, or even the follies 


and indiſcretions of our parents: 


their bad example may have the 


moſt pernicious influence on our 


conduct; it may encourage us in 


the ſame purſuits, and at length 


involve us in the ſame unhappy 


conſequences. On the other hand, 


wealth and reputation, and every 


earthly bleſſing, may attend thoſe, 
who, 
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* 
who, by the honeſt labours and 
good inſtructions of the perſons 
who brought them into being, are 
enabled to be uſeful in their ge- 
rations, and to ſhine as lights in 
the world. 


A Bird Conn in abt: 


Name of the Lord thy 
will not hold him guiltleſs 
that taketh his Name in vain 


AMONG the many endow- 


ments by which man is diſtinguiſh- 


ed from other parts of the viſible 


creation, 


HOU halt not take the 


God in vain: for the Lord . 
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ereation, there is ſcarce any more 


important than that of Speech; and 
perhaps it will be difficult to find 
a bleſſing that is ſo often and ſo 
wantonly abuſed, It is every dag 
proſtituted to the purpoſes of irre- 1 15-4 
ligion and profaneneſs, and is be: 
come, in the expreſſive language 
of an apoſtle, a World of Iniquity. = , 
How common is it to hear the Fa- 
ther of the Univerſe treated with = | 
the groſſeſt irreverence and diſre- þ 
ſpect, in order to embelliſh the diſ- 
courſe of ſome empty blaſphemer, 


„ 


to adorn the moſt diſguſting vani- 


— 


ty, and to dignify the meaneſt im- 
pertinence. 


£& 


WJ 
pertinence. And who without hor- 
ror can hear a profligate wretch 
calling down damnation on him- 


ſelf, and invoking the Almighty 


| to inflict on him the moſt intole- 
- rableof puniſhments--the torments 


ſometimes excuſed under the ſofter 
title of inconſideration; but how ab- 
ſurd is this plea ! Shall the awful 


h name of God, which Angels and 


- | Archangels, and all the Company 
Of Heaven adore, ſhall HIS NAME 
be uſed by the lowelt of his rational 


_ creatures without a meaning? Or 
ſhall he who 1ntreats the Almighty 
| C to 


of Hell. I know theſe fins are 
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1 
to plunge him into all the miſeries 
of eternal death, affect to tell us 
that he intends nothing by ſuch pre- 
ſumptuous, ſuch unnatural impie- 
ties? What is this but to mock the 
Majeſty of Heaven, and to triſie 


with omnipotence itſelf? Were we 


to reſolve all religion into mere 


morality, and adopt the viſionary 


ſyſtems of ſome modern refiners, even 


they would pronounce againſt the 
ſinner we have been deſcribing, 


and acknowledge that he is with- 


out excuſe : For it is hardly poſſi- 


ble that he who has accuſtomed 
himſelf to treat his Law-giver with 


contempt, 


I, 
1 


5 
7 


CV y- 


contempt, or want of reverence, 


ſhould pay the leaſt regard to his 
laws, however wife, or however 


ſalutary. It may be conſidered 


too, that the ſins above-mentioned 


are often accompanied by others 


very offenſive to God, and highly 


prejudicial in their effects; anger, 


bitterneſs, and revenge itſelf are 


often attendant upon them : ſo juſt 
is the remark of our bleſſed Lord, 


that whatſoever is more than yea, vea, 


or nay, nay, cometh of evil; that 1s, 
ariſes from ſome unhappy irregu- 


larity of diſpoſition, from an over- 


heated imagination, or an over- 
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bearing forwardneſs. In matters 


of greater moment, to bring the God 
of Truth nearer to our Contempla- 
tion, (though he be not far from 


every one of us) Oaths are, and 


ought to be permitted; nor is the 


ſhocking indecency with which 
they are ſometimes adminiſtered, 
any excuſe for our inattention. 


The Lord is King, be the people 


ever ſo regardleſs of his power, or 


forgetful of his majeſty. 


Fourth 


2 3+ 
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Fourth Commandment. 


DEMEMBER that thou 
AY keep holy the Sabbath- 
Day. Six days ſhalt thou la- 
bour, and do all that thou 
haſt to do; but the ſeventh 
day is the Sabbath of the 
Lord thy God. In it thou 
ſhalt do no manner of work, 
thou, and thy fon, and thy 
daughter, thy man ſervant, 
and thy maid-ſervant, thy 
cattle, and the ſtranger that 
is within thy gates: For in 
ſix days the Lord made hea- 
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ven and earth, the ſea, and 


all that in them is, and reſ- 
ted the ſeventh day, where- 


fore the Lord bleſſed the ſe- 
venth day, and hallowed it. 


IN this commandment all per- 
ſons are ſtrictly enjoined to keep 
the Sabbath-day holy. He who 
knoweth our infirmities, foreſaw, 
that unleſs ſome larger portion of 
time was devoted to his ſervice, 
every religious impreſſion would 
gradually wear away. We are ſo 
captivated with the vanities of the 
world, that we are too apt to for- 
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get the Creator of it: It was there- 
fore judged neceſlary that the ſe- 
venth day ſhould be wholly em- 


ployed in works of Religion and 


Charity, in the public and private 


worſhip of Almighty God, in in- 
ſtructing our children and ſervants 
in their more ſacred and ſolemn 


duties, in the peruſal of the Holy 


Scriptures, and other pious books, 


and laſtly, in viſiting the ſick poor, 
in mitigating their pains, and re- 
lieving their various wants and diſ- 


treſſes. And here it may be pro- 


per to obſerve, that it is more 


eſpecially incumbent on the civil 


magiſ- 
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magiſtrate to prevent, by his moſt 


active exertions, the profanation 


of the Sabbath. It is his duty to 


viſit, or cauſe to be viſited, all 


public houſes within his juriſdic- 


tion, om the Lord's Day; that 


while the rational and grateful part 
of the community are joining in 


the worſhip of the Supreme Being, 


his Name may not be profaned, or 


his Majeſty inſulted, by the Blaſ- 


phemies and Imprecations of pro- 


fligate men. Let it be farther con- 


ſidered, that moſt of thoſe wretches 


who have been brought to a pub- 
lic and ſhameful death, have ac- 
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knowledged that their ſinful cour- 


ſes began in the profanation of the 
Sabbath; in the neglect of thoſe 


duties by which piety is animated, 


by which virtue 1s ſtrengthened, 
by which grace is obtained, by 


which, in ſhort, that ſpiritual ar- 


mour is acquired and preſerved, 


which may enable every one of us 


to withſtand in the evil day, and hav- 


ing done all, to fland. 


Fifth Commandment. 


Howo⁰n thy Father and 


thy Mother, that thy 
days may be long in the 
„ 


8 . Eno AI ph 
Mr ones > Py 2 — 
— — 5 — * 


r - 
— * 


n 


323 ²˙ A 


— 
3 


* ** "© 
— 


. 
rr * K ̃ —-———ů — 


4— 
—— ** 
* m—_— v7 4 


9 
= 2 


ns _ 


— 


IP 2 . e 
he 2 . 2 : 
_— , 
i., — 
- _— —— — —— 22 
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land which the Lord thy 
_ God giveth thee. 


THE Duty of Children to their 


Parents is frequently and ſtrongly 
enforced in Holy Scripture. They 
are to reſpect and honor them as 


the perſons to whom, under God, 


they owe their very being. They 
are to attend to their good inſtruc- 
tions, and obey whatever reaſona- 
ble commands ſhall be laid upon 
them. They are to aſſiſt and com- 
fort them in ſickneſs and diſtreſs, 
and particularly under the wants 
and infirmities of old age, On the 


other 


i 
1 
5 
8 
2 
2 
FA 
* 
5 
IR 
=; 
. 
4 
"A 
5 
5 
9 


FR 
e * 8 * 


4 


N 


4 N ha WAY 1 rn * * * n * 4 1 * * n 
* FR 9 9 S * 2 N 7 Ne 9 22 Lata ET WT K * ICS” * x g. * 9 2 oat 
/ I» ITN > 5 GGW o ee I A ks RVC IE” 
wy DS STD; 777 ut I Ra Pr ene woo nr RESTS EN DESI Es 
a JJ ͤ d ͤ ̃ ͤÄ d ͤ˙ ccc IE IT WISE. FC 


. 
e n 


8 


3 W 


ö * 4 _ * erer ttt FAY » 
1 33 * 4 WWW 1 S225 oh TOE Sy; b 
* R E A ˙ an tle ae foe Ee CS 2 r P . : 
* 3 „ on ͤ NOS Si dd T.... fo 4 OT 6 25 3 5 x 
bead oo i WCW . rr Z ß pI OT I r 1 * ny 1 . O N 
RR 222 n PPP oo 20 7 

K VVV n C.. ²ͤ a ⅛ l:R-ñ ̃ ˙.!I S SIT ERA q E 
SY; 3 . SORE Le OG IE ²1Ü w i EIT ERC Ns gf 9 225 J - 


8 


other hand, there are Duties, and 


very awful ones too, required from 
Parents to their Children. They 
are to watch over their morals with 
the ſtricteſt care, and to bring them 
up in the nurture and admonition 


of the Lord, and, above all, they 


are to ſet them a good example; for 


without this their admonitions will 
be ſo far from having a proper ef- 
fect, that they will expoſe bem, 
and Religion itſelf, to contempt. 
And let parents ſeriouſly conſider 
what may be their puniſhment in 


anotherſtate, if their children ſhould 


finally miſcarry through their means 
D 2 Let 


( 28 


Let them apply to themſelves the 


declaration of the Almighty to the : tc 
prophet Ez EK IEL, Son of man, if | 7 0 
tpou doſt not ſpeak to warn the wicked L 5 
ffom his way, that wicked man ſpal! ⁵ v 
gie in his iniquity, but his blood will . t 

T require at thine hand. 0 t 
Reverence 1s due under this com- ö 6 
mandment not only to a parent, f 
but to all thoſe who are put in au- | 
thority. over us; the magiſtrate, | 


the teacher, the ſpiritual paſtor, 
are our deputed parents, and are 
appointed to perform thoſe affices 
which our natural parents want ei- 

ther 
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ther the ability or the opportunity 


to perform. But in vain are ſuch 


offices transferred to others, unleſs 
a ſuitable degree of honor, defe- 


rence, and attention accompany 


them. Finally, as reſpect is due 


to our inferior themſelves, inaſmuch 


as they are created in the image of 


God, partakers of the ſame privi- 
leges, and the ſame hopes, as they 
are by their induſtry our benefac- 
tors, as their labour contributes 
to our eaſe, their anxiety to our 
enjoyment, we hereby ſce the pro— 


priety of the apoſtle's injunction, 


that we ſhould 2! of vs be ſubje# 


one to ancther. 
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Sixth Commandment, 


. HOU ſhalt do no mur- 
£4 der. 


NOT only the enormous crime 


of taking away life is forbidden 


here, but whatever has a tendency 


to increaſe the calamities of life, as 
Malice, Hatred, Revenge, Jealouſy, 
and the like: Y/hoſoever hateth his 
brother, ſays St. Jonx, is a Mur- 
derer: And our bleſſed Lord in- 
| forms us, that all, the moſt diſtant 
approaches to this crime muſt be 
carefully avoided, or they will ex- 


| poſe 


p 
1 
1 


* 


pole men to certain puniſhment. 


He commands us to /ove even our 
Enemies, to dg good to our very / er- 
ſecutors, and to pray for them tbat 
deſpitefully uſe us. It is the duty 


and intereſt of a chriſtian to ſup- 


— 
* 


preſs the firſt motions of reſent- 
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ment, and to forgive from the but- 


> 


2 
- 
— — — — - 
——— —- 


; 
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tom of his heart the moit unpro- 


+ 

- 
4:79 
& 4 

+| 


voked attacks on his perſon and 
reputation: For © of him who 
ce hopes to be forgiven, it is indil- 
« penſibly required that he for- 
« give.“ If we have no power over 
the lives of others, we have as Ut- 
tle over our own. A proper con- 


tempt 


„ 
tempt of life when the ſervice of 
our Creator or our Country requires 
it, is a true characteriſtic of the 
martyr and the hero; but he, who 


giving way to deſpondency, haſ- 


tens out of this world into another, 


may be juſtly compared to a ſol- 


dier, who, alarmed by the dangers 


and difficulties of that ſtation which 


his commander has allotted him, 


ſhould prepare not to overcome 


them by conſtancy and perſever- 


ance, but to avoid them by cow- 


ardice and by flight. It has been 
well obſerved, that the Almighty 
will receive no ſouls but ſuch as he 


calls 


＋ 


te 


13830 
Calls to himſelf; and we ſhould re- 
ſolve with holy Job, to wait all the 
days of our appointed lime till our 


change come. 


Seventh Commandment. 


HOU ſhalt not commit 


> Adultery, 


THE crime of Adultery, a crime 
which under the moſaic law was 
puniſhed with death, and which is 
big with the moſt fatal conſequen- 
ces to the welfare of ſociety, and 
to the happineſs of individuals, is 
not the only one which 1s forbid- 
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C34 
den here; Fornication, Uncleanneſs, 


and Impurities of every kind, are to 


be carefully and conſcientiouſly _ 


voided. Our Saviour has extended 


this precept to our very Deſires and 


Intentions; for whoſoever lookethupon 


a woman to luſt after her, and wants 


nothing perhaps but the opportunity 


to complete his purpoſes, has commit- 
ted Adultery with her already in his 


Heart. The God of Purity requires 


that we ſhould be chaſte in Thought, 
in Word, and in Deed. 


The miſchiefs of a contrary con- 
duct muſt be obvious to the moſt 
; inconſiderate 


h 


Ca} 
inconſiderate mind: Health, wealth, 
and character are madly ſacrificed in 
the temple of laſciviouſneſs, and Se- 
duction has been very properly ſtiled 
Spiritual Murder; for though it may 
not take away life, it takes away 
every thing by which life is ren- 
dered deſirable, and leaves behind it 
a train of calamities infinitely more 
to be dreaded than death itſelf. And 


here too the civil power is called 


upon to prevent one of the moſt 


dangerous incitements to the breach 
of this precept, I mean thoſe ſemi- 
naries of debauchery of which we 
have ſo many inſtances in this coun- 

* try. 


„ 
try. It is the duty of the Magiſtrate 
to draw forth as examples thoſe vete- 


rans in iniquity, who make a trade 


of proſtitution, and a too eaſy prey 


of unthinking innocence. It is from 


their artful and mercenary contriv- 


ances, that we ſee men, who might 


have been ornaments to human na- 
ture, ruſhing on without remorſe 
from vice to vice, and at length fall- 
ing victims to the violated laws of 
their country; that we behold many 
an unhappy parent weeping over the 
ruin of his own offspring, and many 
a wretched female thrown helpleſs 
and: deſtitute on the world, and ar 
laſt 


F 
laſt ending a miſerabl e exiſtence a- 
midſt the very ſcenes of infamy, and 
under every circumſtance that can 


aggravate the horrors of diſſolution. 


Eighth Commandment. 


2100 ſhalt not Steal. 


IN this commandment not only 
Theft, but allo all fraudulent Deal- 
ings with our Neighbour are ſtrictly 

forbidden. Every ſpecies of Injuſtice 
by which the property of another 1s 
affected, muſt be cautiouſly guarded 


againſt: We are not to over-reach 


one another in the common courſe 


of 


(38-3 
of trade: We muſt not contract 
debts which we are unable to pay, 
or refuſe the payment of them when 
It is in our power. In ſhort, there 
1s one maxim, the conſtant obſerv- 
ance of which will always ſecure us 
againſt the breach of this precept, to 
do unto others as we wiſh they ſhould 


do unto us, 
Ninth Commandment. 


Tuo ſhalt not bear 
Falſe Witneſs againſt 
thy Neighbour, 


IN this commandment 1s forbid- 


den not only the groſſer act of bear- 


ng 


4 39 


ing Falſe Witnels againſt our Neigh- 


bour upon Oath, but alſo all male- 


volent attacks upon his good name. 
We are neither to delight in propa- 
gating or in hearing any ching to the 
prejudice of another. When the 


infirmities of our fellow- creatures 


are brought forward to our view, 


we ſhould turn our thoughts upon 


ourſelves, conſider what are our own 
faults, and endeavour to amend 
them. The fall of our neighbour 


ſhould not be a matter of triumph, 


but of caution to us. And perhaps 


ſuch queſtions as theſe, when ſeri— 
oully put to our own hearts, would 
effec- 
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effectually ſilence our animadverſions 


on other men. * Is the crime I am 


$$ 


„to which I myſelf have any pro- 


ve 
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66 


cc 


ms 


diſpoſed to cenſure in another, one 


0 penſity ? If not, where 1s the me- 


rit of my abſtaining from it? If 


| have a propenſity to it, how do 
1 know but that under the like 
circumſtances I ſhould have fallen 


as he did? or if I have reſolutely 


maintained my ground againſt 


every attack on my virtue, by 
whoſe aſſiſtance have I done all 
this? Is it not by the Grace of God 


that I am what I am?” Thus we 


tee that the faults of our neighbour, 


in 


i 
in whatever light we view them, can 


afford no ground for ſeverity of cen- 


ſure, but ſhould rather excite our 
gratitude to Heaven for our own. 
eſcape. In ſhort, let us always re- 
member, that charity, which believeth 


all things, which hopeth all things fa- 
vourable to the reputation of others, 
is the grand and diſtinguiſhing mark 
of Chriſt's Diſciples; it is the ce- 
ment of ſocial happineſs, it is the vi- 
tal principle of all religion, 


Tenth Commandment. 
HOU ſhalt not covet 


thy neighbours houſe, 
thou ſhalt not covet thy 


F neigh- 


(. 44) 


neigubours wife, nor his 


ſervant, nor his maid, nor 
his ox, nor his aſs, nor any 
thing that is his. 


IHE moſt effectual remedy 
againſt actual ſin is to guard the 


heart againſt the firſt motions to it. 


This laſt commandment therefore is 


wiſely calculated to prevent the com- 
miſſion of crimes, by forbidding us 
inordinately to covet or deſire any 
thing belonging to others. When 
we ſeek after no advantage or orati- 
fication to the detriment of our fel- 
low-creatures, we ſhall perform all 

the 


C48 3 
the relative and ſocial duties with 


diligence and chearfulneſs; we ſhall 


render to all their dues, and owe no 


man any thing but to love one ano- 
ther. Let us then never forget, for 
there is no conſideration more truly 
awful, that all things, even the in- 
moſt receſſes of the human mind, are 


continually open 10 the eyes of Him 


with whom we have to do That 


He is about our path, and about our 


bed, and ſpieth out all our ways, and 


_ conſequently that it is our moſt im- 


portant duty to ſuppreſs all the irre- 


gular workings of our corrupt na- 


ture, and to keep our hearts with all 
diligence, 
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diligence, ſince out of them are the iſ- 


ſues of life. 


THE END. 
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Lately was publiſhed, 
A Serious Addreſs to Houſekeepers. 
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